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DEPARTMENT VISION:

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

English is the foundation of all other subjects. It has huge social, political and moral implications with lit-
erature enabling students to become better thinkers and generally more empathetic human beings. We
want our pupils to enjoy their lessons, to be challenged in their learning, to strive to do their best, as well
as to be provided with the skills that they will need for their futures. We encourage our pupils to think
independently and to develop their creativity skills. The subject provides skills necessary for future ca- reers
through inference, deduction and written work.

We encourage students to engage and read for pleasure; reading is the key to accessing the curriculum in
every subject.

AIMS:

. To foster a love of literature, encouraging students to read widely and independently.

. To develop discerning critical readers whose analytical skills will allow them to interpret the world
around them.

To teach students to express themselves succinctly, confidently and creatively.

To inspire students to express themselves imaginatively, appropriately and effectively.

To encourage students to become successful learners and responsible citizens.

To increase motivation by providing authentic, meaningful and relevant learning

experiences.
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To celebrate success.

KEY STAGE 3 CURRICULUM PLAN

Key Stage 3 has an emphasis on English language and English literature, reading, writing and speaking and listening
skills. We link the assessment objectives across the two subjects as well as having strong links with drama.
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM PLAN
We follow the AQA English Language and Literature (8700/8702) specifications at GCSE.
Students will all study both English language and English literature as part of their course.

English language: 2 exam papers: Explorations in creative reading and writing, Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives as
well as completing the non-exam spoken English assessment.

English literature: Shakespeare, 19th century novel, modern novel and poetry

MARKING AND FEEDBACK POLICY
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Marking, assessment and feedback activities:
Symbol What it means... When
Sp. Indicates a spelling mistake (only correct 5 spelling mistakes in Exercise books

one piece of work)

Double ticked work indicates a strong and successful element

of a pupil response. Label why it is successful.

Extended pieces of writing

/" Indicates a new paragraph suggestion. Exercise books
?Ex. Indicates that something needs expanding. Exercise books
Indicates something does not make sense or needs re-writing/
AN, poor expression. Pupils then have to work out and label what Exercise books
they must correct.
O SPaG error that needs to be identified and fixed by the pupil. Exercise books
/ Self / Peer assessment will be marked by the pupil Exercise books
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Assessment books will be marked after each assessment is completed. Reflection work will be completed after each assess-
ment in order for pupils to understand how to improve. Homework will be checked by the teacher.

KS3 - Link to assessment plan and whole school data

collection:

An extended piece of work will be marked in full and grad-

collection:

KS4 - Link to assessment plan and whole school data

Assessments will be completed according to a timetabled rolling
programme. They will be graded and returned for DIRT (results
kept on a central department tracker).

ed at each major assessment point / at the end of topics.

Years 7-9 will have a baseline assessment in term 1.
Any student significantly below their target, or lacking in commit-
ment to the assessments will be asked to repeat work.

Exam questions will be completed during the module of work in
class according to the rolling programme.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment#Explorations_in_creative_reading_and_writing
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/scheme-of-assessment#Writers_viewpoints_and_perspectives

OPPORTUNITIES AND VISITS

KS3

. THEATRE TRIPS ORGANISED IN CONNECTION WITH THE DRAMA DEPARTMENT.
. DEDICATED READING AND COMPREHENSION LESSONS.

KS4

. VISITING THEATRE TO ENHANCE UNDERSTANDING OF GCSE SET TEXTS
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