
Year 10 Summer writing exam prep:
AIM: To ace the writing exam!
Retrieval :Tenses (Because they become more and more important the higher the GCSE grade)

Copy and translate:

1. Normally I go
2. Next Saturday (the Saturday next) I am going to go
3. Last Saturday (the Saturday past) I went
4. On Monday we go
5. Tomorrow I’d like to go
6. Last week I visited



Question 1 : Write 4 sentences about a photo

WPALM is helpful here:

W : Hace sol

P : Hay una mujer

     Hay dos / tres mujeres

     Hay un hombre

     Hay dos / tres hombres

A: TRICKY!!! Write about actual things if you 
can’t explain their actions: 

Hay un perro

L: Están en un parque/ un colegio/ un 
restaurant

M: Creo que están contentos

Common errors

Plurals : Hay tres 
mujeres

Missing the article:

A , an = un una 

Some = unos unas

Writing far too 
much! Just a short 
simple sentence 
each time please!

CHEAT SHEET

You could just 
write about the 
people:

• Hay 4 personas

• Hay una familia

• Hay dos mujeres

• Hay tres niños



Watch as your teacher now models a photo 
question this live.



2.Te toca 
a tí = 
YOUR 
TURN

Write 4 
sentence
s about 
this 
photo 
from the 
2018 
exam



Question 2  The 40 word question

Just write opinions 
and reasons

Only write anything else if you are totally 
sure it is clear.

Common errors

Repetition of vocabulary

Missing words out like a = to

Extra unnecessary words

Contradictory messages: I love it because it 
is boring

Being far too ambitious.(This is a grade 3 
question so don't go mad yet!)

READ OVER AND TRANSLATE BACK EVERY 
SENTENCE TO MAKE SURE IT IS CLEAR



Watch as your teacher now models a photo 
question this live.



2.Te toca a tí = YOUR TURN

• Write opinions and 
reasons about these 4 
bullet points.

Always remember to put 
the word THE (el / la / los/ 
las) before each bullet 
though in your sentence.

If you don't know what one 
means still write a very 
short opinion to cover the 4 
tasks which is vital for 
full marks.



Example

Me gusta mucho la música porque es 
interesante. Prefiero Adele dado que 
es fantástica. Me encanta el deporte 
porque es chulo, especialmante el 
fútbol. También me flipa el cine ya 
que es divertido. No me gustan los 
restaurantes porque son caros.

(40 words)  - Always put the word 
count



Translations

Know your top ten 
verbs at least for 
each tense and 
AVOCADOS

Little words help too:

 a = to , at 

the = el  la

Some = los las

NB: THE SPANISH SAY 'THE' ( = el, 
la, los, las) BEFORE MOST NOUNS





Answers = las respuestas

Tengo un ordenador en mi dormitorio.

Veo la tele con mi hermana.

Comemos el desayuno a las ocho.

Quiero ducharme porque usa menos agua.

Fuimos al parque el domingo pasado.



90 word question

EXAM TECHNIQUE

1. Translate the question first. Can you use 
any of it to start each answer?(YES!)

2. Note where the past/ present/ future 
tenses and the opinions come into the 4 tasks.

3. Write clear fairly simple messages with a 
few longer more complex sentences.

4. Introduce every new tense with a time 
marker.

Translate back every sentence you write at a time to 
check it before writing anymore

Common errors

• Forgetting to start new tenses with a time 
marker

• Copying the tu / tus and not changing it to mi / 
mis

• Copying te gusta / te gustaría and not changing 
it to me gustaría.

• Repetition

• Missing words

• Verb tenses

• Extra unnecessary words

• Contradictory or muddled messages

• Muddling these:

es = is / son  = are

hay = there is / es = it is

muy = very / mucho = many or lots of

Being over ambitious and thinking in English 
rather than "What do I know in Spanish I could use 
here?"





1. Translate the question
2. Add in where there is past / present / future 
and opinions

PAST What did you do with your family to celebrate your last 
birthday?

OPINIONS Opinions about life at school.

PRESENT How your exams are going.

FUTURE What you are going to do next September



Example: (Clear messages, some longer sentences, 
good range of language, tenses and AVOCADOS)

Para celebrar mi último cumpleaños fui a la bolera con un grupo de mis 
amigos. Después tuve una fiesta en mi casa con mucha comida 
deliciosa y baile. ¡Fue la leche!

Me gusta mi colegio porque es muy bien. Me encanta la geografía dado 
que es tan interesante. Sin embargo no me gustan las matemáticas ya 
que son dificiles para mí.

Mis examenes van bien. (YOU DON'T HAVE TO WRITE EQUAL AMOUNTS ABOUT EACH BULLET POINT)

El septiembre que viene voy a ir a Birkenhead Sixth Form donde voy a 
estudiar el español y la geografía y el dibujo. ¡Será genial !  (90 words)



Te toca a tí = your turn


	Slide 1: Year 10 Summer writing exam prep: AIM: To ace the writing exam!
	Slide 2: Question 1 : Write 4 sentences about a photo
	Slide 3: Watch as your teacher now models a photo question this live.
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Question 2  The 40 word question
	Slide 6: Watch as your teacher now models a photo question this live.
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Example
	Slide 9: Translations
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Answers = las respuestas
	Slide 12: 90 word question
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Translate the question 2. Add in where there is past / present / future and opinions
	Slide 15: Example: (Clear messages, some longer sentences, good range of language, tenses and AVOCADOS)
	Slide 16: Te toca a tí = your turn

