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Date 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Year 11 Mock Examinations: December 2019 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with information concerning the Year 11 mock examinations that 
will be starting on Monday 2 December 2019.  All students will follow the examination timetable (attached) 
and we ask that you support your child in preparation for these important examinations. The following points 
are for your information: 

i. In general students will sit their written examination papers in the School Hall. Students with access 
arrangements will sit their examinations separately.  In some practical subjects the examination will be in 
the teaching area and students will be informed of special arrangements by their subject teacher. 

ii. Students are in school during the mock examination period – there is no study leave. When an 
examination has finished or if there is a slot with no examinations then the students are in their normal 
timetabled lessons. 

iii. All students must come prepared with full equipment for the examinations. Black pen must be used in 
the mock examinations as will be the case in the actual GCSE exams. Full school uniform must be worn at 
all times. 

iv. The usual conduct rules apply for these mock examinations and students will behave appropriately at all 
times. 

v. As in the actual GCSE examinations students must ensure that they do not bring into an examination 
venue any prohibited equipment/items (mobile phones, smart watches, i-pods, other electronic devices, 
food, sweets and drinks). A phone sounding in the exam will lead to the examination being given a mark 
of zero (Important note: the exam board have the power to cancel all exams if a phone sounds). A bottle 
of water, with the label removed, may be brought into an examination venue.  

vi. Students must be prompt to assemble prior to the start of an examination, arriving there 10 minutes 
before the start of the examination.  For all exams students should assemble in the far dining hall. 

Pupils will be receiving an individual timetable, booklet containing all the information they need about these 
mocks and the summer exams and also a “Revision Tips” booklet before the mock examination period begins. 
Subject staff will provide revision materials to assist students in their preparations. 

English Literature mock examinations will take place on 10 and 13 January 2020. 

A second mock for Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Double Science mock paper 2 and Maths will take place 
week beginning 2 March 2020, examining content not covered in the December mocks. 

Resits for those pupils wanting to take the higher tier but who have not met the required standard in the 
mock exams in Maths, Science and Spanish, will take place in the week beginning 23 March 2020.  

 



Tiers of Entry 

Further to my letter of 24 June 2019, it is important that you understand the role of the mock examinations in 
determining tiers of entry. 

 The school will decide who is entered for higher or foundation tier when entries are made in February of 
Year 11, not the student or parent.  

 GCSE tiers of entry will be based on current attainment as demonstrated by the end of Year 10 and Year 
11 mock examinations.  

 Ofqual (the exams regulator) has been clear in the expectation that schools will enter students they 
believe expected to attain Grades 1 -5 for foundation tiers.  As an example, in 2018 GCSE mathematics 
only 39.3% of candidates nationally achieved grade 5 or higher. It has been recommended that 
borderline grade 5 – 6 and above candidates are entered for the higher tier.  In 2019 GCSE mathematics 
only 24.7% of candidates nationally achieved grade 6 or higher. It should also be noted that on Wirral 
more than 30% of pupils are selected by ‘ability’ at the age of 11.   

 Only students who are consistently demonstrating the grades indicated in this letter, or better, on higher 
GCSE papers will be entered for higher tier in February of Year 11.   

 Students who are considering applying for sixth form courses in science subjects need to be aware that 
colleges such as Birkenhead Sixth Form are specifying a minimum of a GCSE grade 6 for entry to these 
courses.  Grade 6 requires that pupils are sitting higher tier.   

 
Minimum indicative grades for entry to higher tier examinations 
 

Subject: 
End of Y10 exam on 
Higher Tier Papers 

Year 11 Mock  
(Dec 2019)* on Higher 

Tier Papers 

Mathematics High Grade 4 Middle Grade 5 

Spanish High Grade 4 High Grade 5 

 

Subject: 
End of Y10 exam on 
Higher Tier Papers 

Paper 1 Mock  
(Dec 2019)* on Higher 

Tier Papers 

Paper 2 Mock 
(March 2020) on 

Higher Tier Papers 

Biology High Grade 4 Middle Grade 5 Middle Grade 5 

Chemistry High Grade 4 Middle Grade 5 Middle Grade 5 

Physics High Grade 4 Middle Grade 5 Middle Grade 5 

Combined science High Grade 4 Middle Grade 5 Middle Grade 5 

  Required on both Paper 1 & 2 Content 

   

* Pupils who wish to be entered for higher but do not achieve indicative grade in Y11 
December Mock will have to resit all papers in March 2020 (i.e. science Paper 1, maths (all 3 

papers).   
All papers are sat after school in pupils own time. 

 
A Year 11 Monitoring Report, including the grades achieved in the mock examination, will be sent home to 
parents / carers in January 2020, this will give you a clear indication of your child’s progress towards the 
subject target grades and ultimately the GCSE examinations.   

Thank you for your support of the school and your child’s education and please contact us if you wish to 
discuss any issues further. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr K Flanagan 
Headteacher 


