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20 March 220 
  
Dear Parent / Carer 
  
As you are aware the government has made the decision to close schools until further notice.  No 
indication has been given as to how long this might be but there appears to be an acceptance it will be 
a significant length of time. 
  
Prior to the announcements made on Wednesday 18 March 2020 a key focus for the school had been 
to ensure that Year 11 pupils were fully prepared for their upcoming GCSE exams.  In nearly every 
GCSE subject the teaching of the specification was completed by February half term and pupils were 
moving onto final consolidation of learning and revision.   
  
The school website had comprehensive revision materials for all GCSE exam subjects to support both 
pupils and their parents.  As we now know the 2020 GCSE exam series will now not take place as 
expected.  However, it says everything about the pupils in the school that in spite of this news 90% of 
Year 11 pupils attended school today.  I cannot thank them and their parents enough for their 
commitment to their education. 
  
These GCSE revision materials are available to pupils in Years 9 and 10 who are taking GCSE courses to 
use in this period whilst we are not in school: 
http://www.pensbyhighschool.org/year-11-revision/59025.html   
  
Over recent days I have received a number of enquiries from parents about 'work packs' and 'online 
learning'.    
  
Planning for learning is a key focus for the school and underpins the good academic standards 
achieved in the school.  However, this planning for learning is based around classroom learning where 
teachers are teaching pupils directly.   
  
I want to be realistic with you about what the school can do to support you in helping your child to 
make progress at home in this unprecedented period away from school. 
  
1. As I have previously referred to there are comprehensive GCSE revision materials on the school 
website. 
  
2. I have asked that the outline schemes of learning are put on the school website so that you know 
what topics are being taught in each year.  This can provide you with some guidance about set books, 
periods of history being covered etc. These can be found on the school website within the ‘Academic’ 
section under the Revision section. 
  

http://www.pensbyhighschool.org/year-11-revision/59025.html


3.  A number of subjects have made use of facilities such as 'google classroom' and where this has 
taken place your child will already be aware of this arrangement 
  
4.  The Maths department uses 'Hegarty' maths and your child will already be aware of their username 
and password. 
  
5.  The English department uses ‘Doddle Learn’ and your child will already be aware of their username 
and password. 
 
6.  The Science department uses Pearson ActiveLearn and your child will already be aware of their 
username and password. 
  
7.  Where good quality resources become available (such as those through Maths Mastery') we will 
endeavour to make them available to you, again these can be found on the school website within the 
‘Academic’ section under the Revision section. 
 
8. If you are still looking for educational material, we have been directed to a website that has 
numerous courses, some of which aren’t relevant, but by using the search function and cross 
referencing your child’s schemes of learning on the school website you may find some useful 
information. www.mooc.org 
  
Please be aware that the school is operating with a significantly reduced workforce and putting the 
outline Schemes of Learning on the website will take some time. 
  
I am aware that some schools have led parents to believe that 'virtual lessons' will be taking place as 
per their normal timetable. I believe that this is not realistic given the current circumstances and the 
unknown duration of school's being closed.  
  
I would like to thank you in advance for any support you can provide to your child in maintaining their 
enthusiasm for learning over the time away from school. 
  
If significant changes to materials / resources available to you via the schools website are made then I 
will advise you accordingly. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
 
 

K Flanagan 
Headteacher 
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