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27 August 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am writing to you to remind you of the key issues around the start of this academic year and to 
briefly cover the use of face coverings at Pensby High School.  I am going to try to keep this letter to 
less than two sides of A4, to that end there are links to previous letters from school and more 
limited detail here.  Firstly though, can I please remind you, school does not and never will have 
the virus.  Transmission happens between people, please make sure that if you have any 
symptoms in the household you follow quarantine and get a test – first and foremost in 
protection of all, is our individual actions.  
 
Dates for return to school – staggered start and induction: 

 Thursday 3 September 2020 – Year 7 in full day (no other year groups in) – 8.40 start  

 Friday 4 September 2020 - Year 7 in full day (no other year groups in) – 8.40 start  

 Monday 7 September 2020 – Year 7 in all day, Year 9 in for 9.45 and Year 11 in for 10.15 
(Years 8 and 10 do not attend). Day will include induction to movement, zones etc  

 Tuesday 8 September 2020 – Year 7 in all day, Year 8 in for 9.45 and Year 10 in for 10.15 
(Years 9 and 11 do not attend).  

 Wednesday 9 September 2020 all students back in school. 

Just a reminder that students will be in zones for both break and lunchtime, please go through 
these at home, and please explain that this is needed to protect students: 

 Year 7 main school hall – KS 3 toilets  

 Year 8 former Boys’ main school hall – working to reinstate main toilets  

 Year 9 to gym – changing room toilets in the first instance  

 Year 10 sixth form block split over two floors – toilets in the block  

 Year 11 to drama studio this side – KS 4 toilets.  
All students will need to go into their zone at lunch and breaktime, there will be no outside 
activities at this stage. The Student Support Centre will not work as a drop in for lunch and break 
as both of these aspects of the school require all year groups to mix, however, we will select 
students who would benefit the most from this provision and work to plan how they as a small 
discrete group might make use of the SSC. This would mean that the year group bubbles are not 
necessarily observed.  Further details can be found in my letter regarding the plan to reopen here: 
Plan for reopening the whole school - http://www.pensbyhighschool.org/letters--
201920/59481.html. 
 
There has, however been a major alteration to the plan as it is becoming harder to see an end point 
for these changes and so I have moved the lunch session forward to period 4.  Please see 19th 
August change to lunch timings for further details and the times below – 
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http://www.pensbyhighschool.org/letters--201920/59481.html.  Again, please can I ask that you 
talk this through at home and a reminder please, online payments wherever possible and a packed 
lunch, certainly in the first few days would be really helpful, although we will have a full service. 
 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday Wednesday 

New Key Stage 3 New Key Stage 4 New Key Stage 3 New Key Stage 4 

Lunch 35 
mins 

12.10 – 
12.45 

Pastoral 
30 mins 

12.10 – 
12.40 

Lunch 35 
mins 

11.40 – 
12.15 

Pastoral 
25 mins 

11.40 – 
12.05 

Pastoral 
30 mins 

12.45 – 
1.15 

Lunch 
35mins 

12.40 – 
1.15 

Pastoral 
25 mins 

12.15 – 
12.40 

Lunch 35 
mins 

12.05 – 
12.40 

 
Facemasks/coverings: 
I have always said that students can wear a mask or face covering, it as your discretion and it is the 
same process for the staff.  We are, however, not enforcing this on a school basis and I want to 
briefly explain why.  There are more than four points to consider, with the first three being about 
relationships and the fourth a purely practical matter, but the list could go on and on.  I hope that 
these illustrate my dilemma: 
 
1:  We have no mandate to do so and I have to say that government advice is making things less 
clear rather than helping.  
2: Schools are communities based on relationships.  Good relationships allow children to be free 
enough to express themselves and learn, and I am frightened of unintended consequences as a 
result of masks 
3: I have been involved in the safeguarding process around children for 15 years and in that time I 
have heard all the worst things you can imagine happening to a child and I have heard it from their 
mouths.  It takes an enormous amount of courage to describe many of the things we here, 
unimaginable things that have on many occasions left me in tears.  I fear that face coverings will 
make this even harder for children when it shouldn’t be.  It is too important, lifesaving in fact for 
some in our care for this process to be disrupted 
4: Some students will use this as a way to pursue conflict in the hope they do not have to attend 
and there will be a very small, but very vocal group of parents who tell us that we cannot tell their 
child to wear a mask. 
 
So I would encourage the wearing of a suitable mask or face covering if this helps in anyway.  Most 
of all though I would ask that every effort is made to get every child into school. I fear that the 
debacle that has been this year’s exam process means that they must enforce examinations next 
year regardless of the situation we find ourselves in.  The government have made it clear that as 
parents we must send our children to school and schools should if necessary fine – we will not be 
fining in the foreseeable future and I say this as a head that asks for fines more than most.  We are 
in a pandemic and we need to work to build community cohesion, not break it.  However, I do not 
think it is too farfetched to think that the government are building an argument that they 
supported parents as best they could, they asked/instructed that students returned to school full 
time.  They then instruct that we run a normal exam series and as all have had the same missing 
period of time.  If we choose not to send our students to school as a parent, it becomes very easy 
for to push the responsibility for struggling into next year’s exams on to us as parents, we by our 
actions disadvantage our children and not the system.  Setting aside my lack of faith in the 
government with regards to education, we need our children in school.  We know that for most 
students their mental health, learning, development of social skills, knowledge, friendships and 
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skills for life is supported by school.  We are in danger of students knowing less and learning less 
than previously and that simply isn’t fair. 
 
I cannot tell you that going to school is entirely safe, I never have been able to, but in a hugely 
unequal society such as ours, it is the one true opportunity we are given to move ourselves, our 
children and our grandchildren forward and even then it isn’t a fair system, Wirral is one of the best 
examples of how unfair it can be.  We are though a good school, with good kids, good staff and 
good parents and we are better placed than many to move forward.  I cannot say that I am looking 
forward to this year, but I know that if we work together, we compromise, help others whenever 
possible and be the good people that the vast majority of our community are, we will be ok.  I find 
as I get older the very best compliment I can give someone is that they are a decent person and I 
find myself surrounded by decent people in our community.  I am proud to be a part of Pensby, 
proud to be part of our community and I promise you we will do our very best for everyone of your 
children. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Kevin Flanagan 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


