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16 June 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This is just a brief letter to keep you up to date on COVID cases and work to keep everyone safe.  
We have had our first case in a little while yesterday and this has meant sending home 56 close 
contacts in Year 9.  Given the rise in cases both locally and nationally, I think that this is unlikely to 
be the last case this academic year.   
 
I am tasked with sending home everyone who has been a close contact to a case.  That is really 
anyone who has been within two metres in class, in the dining hall, on the bus or as part of a 
friendship group for example.  Close contacts are then sent home and need to self-isolate for 10 
days.  The rest of the family continues as per normal unless there are symptoms for anyone in the 
family, in which case everyone has to self-isolate.  This is the system that we have all become used 
to over the last 18 months, however, there are some changes that have happened.   
 

 A positive test is a positive test and it does not matter how many negatives follow, 
students must remain out of school for 10 days 

 Close contacts were previously asked not to seek a PCR test unless they have symptoms, 
but this has changed and close contacts should now take a PCR test.  This is not a 
confirmation test, rather it is a mechanism for Public Health England to track cases and 
variants 

 Finally, everyone has become more tolerant of the changes to our lives and perhaps a little 
more blasé as time has passed.   We are in danger of becoming less focused on the basic 
steps to reduce the risk of transmission.  We will talk again to students about ‘hands, face 
and space’, but could you also talk at home about basic hygiene, but perhaps more 
importantly the need to keep your distance wherever possible and keep our hands to 
ourselves. 
 

We are continuing with our systems in school (cleaning, bubbles, rotas for spaces etc.) and we will 
try to push again on hand sanitiser, space, zones and those basics that slowed transmission during 
previous surges in cases.  We have delayed Year 9 exams and we will keep this under review, but 
the main sports hall is our largest space and I hope these will go ahead, all other assessments will 
continue as planned. 
 
We are now part of a wider area of concern and it may well be that we are directed to reinstate 
face coverings within the school and to begin in-school testing again soon.  Both of these impact 
on the day-to-day running of the school, with testing in particular disturbing the pattern of the 
day, but with your support, staff and students working together we will get through the next few 
weeks as well as we did last time.   Whilst things are not perfect, but then they never are, I have 



never been prouder of school community than I have in the last 18 months.  This period of time 
has reinforced to me what we can do together when we work together towards common goals. 
 
Please keep going with the home testing, keep your children at home if they have symptoms, get a 
PCR and hopefully a few more weeks, and we can all take a step closer to where we want to be.   
 
Thank you again for all your support. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr K Flanagan 

Headteacher 

 


