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16 March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I am writing to you in response to the announcements yesterday with regard to the increased measures to 

combat the coronavirus.  It is clear that schools are to try to remain open for the foreseeable future and that 

the younger you are, the less there is of a risk, but there is a need to be mindful of open gatherings and in my 

case workload, and pressure on staff.  My staff have families old and young, just as you do, and inevitably 

they will be impacted and may have to self-isolate in the coming days and weeks.  In addition the school has 

quite a large number of staff who may fall into the category of increased risk and it is likely that they will 

need to self-isolate for 12 weeks.  We will over the course of the next few months have variable staffing as 

self-isolation begins and ends for staff and I would ask that you bear with us. 

 

To increase our capacity and to manage workload I have asked that some steps are taken and these will 

remain in place for the foreseeable future: 

 

 All parent’s evenings and larger gatherings are cancelled 

 Written reports to home and their schedule of completion is suspended 

 All trips and visits, plus all training for staff will be cancelled for the next 12 weeks.  A decision on the 

Year 7 residential will be taken closer to the end of the summer term 

 There will be no overseas trips for the remainder of this calendar year and the proposed skiing trip 

for early in 2021 is no longer going ahead.  We cannot ask parents to commit to such a large expense 

when we are in such uncertain times 

 The D of E expeditions are not going to run as planned and we will look to reschedule these for later 

in the year if this is possible 

 All sports fixture are cancelled and extra-curricular clubs are also going to stop with immediate 

effect. 

 

Equally we are being asked to call parents back to discuss individual health care needs and to set and send 

out work.  Unfortunately we cannot do this; we simply do not have the capacity or the professional 

knowledge to meet these requests and we will not be able to respond to every request for contact around 

absence from school at this time. 

 

I recognise the importance of keeping school open so that we can be here for our families and the 

community.  We will stay open for as long as we can or until we are directed to close by the Department for 

Education, but we may need to merge classes and restrict some activities still further.  I will of course keep 

you informed as and when I can. 

 



As a final request, can I please ask that students are not sent to school for staff at the school to make an 

assessment of a student’s health.  The guidance is now very clear: 

 

 staff, young people and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new, continuous 

cough or a high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others. Otherwise they should attend 

education or work as normal 

 if staff, young people or children become unwell on site with a new, continuous cough or a high 

temperature they should be sent home 

 

I have and I will send home anyone I am concerned with.  Please do not send in anyone with any symptoms, 

because you have to go to work.  I do understand that some parents are under a great deal of pressure, but I 

have a number of staff in school with significant underlying health concerns and 750 other students.  The 

only way we will be able to stay open for any length of time is if we all work together as a community and 

self-isolate when we have to, otherwise schools will simply run out of staff and have to close.  Thank you for 

your support at this time. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

  

Kevin Flanagan 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


