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30 September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
I am writing to you to keep you up to date with cases of COVID-19 at school.  We have had a second student 
test positive for COVID-19.  The case is in Year 8 and is not linked to any other student.  The student was 
asymptomatic for COVID and was picked up when the family went for a test on Sunday, with results being given 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon/evening.  I fear given the steadily increasing numbers of cases in both the 
Merseyside region and Wirral, this will not be the last time I write to you, as the school simply mirrors our 
community. 
 
As the student was attending school we have traced back the 48 hours prior to the test and in line with advice 
from Public Health, all identified social contacts and those students who sat within two metres of the student 
whilst in class are to isolate for 14 days as a precautionary measure.  Previously a number of Year 11 students 
were sent home in similar circumstances, and no student went on to develop symptoms, I hope that this 
experience offers some comfort.  Even though this is now a frequently reported event in schools up and down 
the country, I do understand that this is worrying for you as parents and carers.  We are taking every step to we 
can to minimise risk, but we are in an area of significant concern given the levels of infection and unfortunately 
it is inevitable that some members of our community will catch this virus.  To date there does not appear to be 
any in-school transmission and we are taking all the steps we can to mitigate risk, whilst ensuring that students 
get the fullest educational offer possible. 
 
This information is generally targeted towards ‘close contacts’, it does, however, provide information that is 
relevant to all parents: 
 
‘COVID19 Information 
 
As you are well now, you do not need any specific treatment or change what you are doing. However, like 
anybody else during this current situation, you are being asked to monitor your own health, looking out for 
any symptoms such as cough or fever.   
 
What symptoms should I be concerned about?  
You should look for any of the following symptoms: 
• new continuous cough 
• fever (a temperature of 37.8°C or higher) 
• loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
If you develop these symptoms, however mild, at any point stay at home for 10 days from when your 
symptoms have started and refer to the guidance at  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-
for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection   
If you need to seek medical advice seek prompt medical attention if your illness is worsening. If it’s not an 
emergency, contact NHS 111 online.  



If you have no internet access, you should call NHS 111.  
 
If it is an emergency and you need to call an ambulance, dial 999 and inform the call handler or operator that 
you have coronavirus (COVID-19).’ 
 
I know I have asked in the past, but please do not seek a test unless someone in your household becomes 
symptomatic as the sheer volumes of tests requested are leading to delays.  We are being asked on a regular 
basis to relay this message to you, as testing has struggled to keep up with demand in the recent past.  
However, if you have symptoms or your children have symptoms, please follow guidance, self-isolate and seek 
a test.  Can I please once again emphasise the importance of not sending students to school should they have 
any of the three symptoms: 

 new continuous cough 

 fever (a temperature of 37.8°C or higher) 

 loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
We will continue with enhanced cleaning, bubbles/zones etc. etc..  When we get a confirmed case, then it is 
likely that everyone who has sat within two metres of the person for the duration of a lesson will be required 
to stay at home for 14 days once contact has been made from school.  I have again spoken to students today 
about the importance of our seating plans and the need to stick to these to help us keep everyone as safe as 
we might.  I have to say that a number of girls in Year 9 have been excluded after they hid in the area used to 
support the Year 8 bubble yesterday.  This was not a moment of forgetfulness or an uncontrollable urge; they 
planned to go into the area to hide.  Please talk to your children at home, because I will exclude students who 
undermine the safety of others, however funny they think it is or however important they or parents think it is 
to do so, and students can ill afford additional time away from school.  We really do need parents to drive 
home the need to follow guidelines to help keep everyone at school and everyone in the extended families, 
and friendship groups as safe as possible for as long as possible. 
 
We really are absolutely reliant on you as Parents and Carers to help the school keep our community safe.  
Your help is very much appreciated, but I cannot over-emphasise the importance of this help and the 
importance that parents as well as staff have had in driving the success of the school in the last few years.  I 
know that these last six months and the prospect of many more months is exhausting, but your actions do 
make a difference, thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr K Flanagan 
Headteacher 

 


