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19 July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
End of term arrangements and key dates for August and September 2021 
 
I want to start this letter by thanking you for all your support over this year; can I ask you to pass on these 
thanks to your children as well.  This year has been very a different experience compared to ‘normal’ in school, 
but I think I said that last year as well.  Regardless of the changes forced upon us all it has, as ever, been a 
privilege to be the Headteacher at this school.  Staff and students alike have been a credit to our community and 
despite all of the restrictions placed upon school, everyone has adjusted to an ever-changing environment 
brilliantly. 
 
 
End of Term Arrangements. 
 
Term ends on Tuesday 20 July 2021, students will finish at the end of lesson 3 at 12.30 pm and make their way 
home.  Please would you be aware that the only buses that will be available will be normal service buses; school 
buses will not run at the time students are departing for home. Therefore, it is essential that all students have 
made appropriate arrangements for their journey home on the last day of term.  If for any reason these 
arrangements present specific difficulties then please would you contact the school in advance so that 
appropriate provision can be made for your child.  We will of course keep children in school and safe until 
3.15pm.  However, I am sure that every student would want to begin their summer holiday as soon as that final 
bell goes. 
 
KEY DATES: 
 
Examination Results: 
GCSE examination results will be available for students on Thursday 12 August 2021. 
 
Individual letters and appointment times have been sent by post to all Year 11 parents.  Please check your 
allotted time and follow the instructions on your letter please. 
 
I know that the arrangements for GCSEs this year are different and in many ways at a national level very 
unsatisfactory; however, the vast majority of our Year 11 students have worked as hard as they can and most 
importantly they have retained who they are in the most trying of times.  They are for the most part, funny, 
thoughtful and caring young adults; a credit to their parents, the staff here and most of all themselves.  I would 
particularly like to thank them for all their efforts this year, it has not been an easy year to be a Year 11 student. 
 
New Term Arrangements 
 
We have recently been asked to test every child twice using a lateral flow test at the start of the next academic 
year.  Students cannot attend school until they have taken their first test and this is clear.  Individual 
appointment times will be issued.  We will, for the first of the two tests, test students and then send them home 
until we collate the results.  This is a complex task for a school and I am sure that you can appreciate the work 
that goes into this and if your children can remember back to March, the process we undertook to test the 



whole school twice was quite long.  Equally it was not possible without volunteers and I am grateful that again 
we have a large number of volunteers.  This process would not be possible without them, so again, thank you 
very much for help and support.  
 
In order for your child to take part in testing we require consent from a parent/carer, even if consent was 
previously given for the last testing in March we are asking for this to be done again please. To complete the 
form, please follow the link and enter the relevant details. If you have completed this in the last week, you do 
not need to re-do this. 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=vNYRPidMlkaKp_BnFqvJAtiJfFitFBtMikroNUce7GFUN0o
2RktWOE5GSTIwNkhWR1ZBVk5EWkowWS4u  
 
I would also add the caveat that six weeks is a long time given the nature of this pandemic and things may well 
have changed before we return to school.  I might have to write again and amend this plan before 1 September 
2021. 
 

Thursday 2 September  
 
AM – Lateral Flow Testing – Year 7 (by appointment) in non-school uniform 
 
PM - Lateral Flow Testing – Year 11 (by appointment) in non-school uniform 
 
Pupils return home immediately after their appointment. 
 

Friday 3 September  
 
Year 7 attend school from 8.40 am and go straight to the main school hall please. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing – Years 9 & 10 (by appointment) in non-school uniform. 
Pupils return home immediately after their appointment. 
 
During this day Year 7 students only are in school for lessons.  
 

Monday 6 September 
 
Years 7, 9, 10 & 11 return to school for normal start time – 8.35am on site, to be in form rooms by 8.40am.  
Year 8 do not attend lessons please. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing – Year 8 (by appointment) non-school uniform. 
Pupils return home immediately after their appointment. 
                                     
 
Tuesday 7 September 
 
Year 8 return to school for normal start time – 8.35am on site, to be in form rooms by 8.40am. 
 
As we return to school I would be grateful if you would ensure that we have the correct uniform and equipment 
ready to start the new school.  Your support in this matter is very much appreciated.  Full details of the school 
uniform can be found on the school website: http://www.pensbyhighschool.org/search/school-
uniform/58942.html .  The tone for the year is set in those first few weeks back and we face another long term, 
15 school weeks.  Students will be tired by Christmas, but what we bring to school as our attitude and 
commitment in September is what carries us through; you are absolutely key in setting the tone.  I cannot 
overstate the importance your support plays in the success of our children.   
 
There is a very simple, but direct correlation when we map out students results with our data on attendance, 
students’ and parents’ engagement with school and learning, support from home for uniform etc.  Uniform is 
important for a shared sense of community, an obvious pride in who we are as individuals and the school we go 
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to, but at an even more basic level it is about routines and preparation.  If we cannot put a pair of shoes on, or 
we want to argue about the length of a skirt, this tends to be a precursor to arguing about lessons and learning.  
I have to say that our students do, on the whole, look great and they take this into everything they do at school 
and it is a testimony to the effort that you put in as parents and I am grateful, thank you.  I do know though that 
the expense of uniform can be a barrier and I am more than willing to help.  Please just write to me and explain 
how we can help, and whilst we do not have unlimited funds, I do set aside a small amount every year for this 
purpose. 
 
Your engagement with your child’s education, asking them questions, challenging them to do better and the 
interest you show are a huge part of the success of the school.  We cannot as parents ‘fix’ things for our 
children, we cannot do the learning for them, but I promise you that your children tell us about the difference 
your interest in them and their learning makes to them.  
 
Your children are a credit to you; I am proud and privileged to have the opportunity to lead the school your 
children attend.  They are a credit to you and themselves, we are all immensely proud of them and they deserve 
a good summer, as do you.  It has been difficult as a community keeping up with the pace of change and the 
need to move away from the normal school activities, but your children with the support of the staff and you as 
parents, and carers have coped admirably.  Whilst clearly we are not completely back to normal, I have been 
struck by how well your children have dealt with the changes thrust upon them; this speaks volumes for the 
support they have been given, thank you!  
 
Being a parent isn’t easy, I know that for many of you the last 18 months will have been every bit as difficult as it 
has been here at school.  I am very grateful for the support and the space you have given us, it has made the last 
18 months far easier and I do appreciate the trust that you placed in the school. 
 
I hope that you have a lovely summer and enjoy all the time you have together as a family. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr K Flanagan 
Headteacher 


