
What does the coronavirus mean for this year’s GCSEs? 

The coronavirus outbreak is expected to continue having a significant impact on the 
education system, and the country, for months to come. Therefore the Department of 
Education has taken the decision to cancel exams for Summer 2020. 

Students will however, still receive a set of formal GCSE grades, with the same 
status as grades awarded in any other year. 

This will be done via a calculated grading process that will take into account a range 
of evidence for example: non-exam assessment, mock results and prior attainment. 
This approach will be standardised between schools and colleges, to ensure that the 
approach taken is as fair as possible. It is important to note that these grades will not 
necessarily be the student’s ‘predicted’ or ‘target’ grades. The Exam board regulator, 
Ofqual, will carefully consider how to ensure the process is as fair as possible, which 
is likely to include considering measures that reflect how much progress a student 
would have been likely to have made at the school they are attending. 

Exam boards have experience of using moderated teacher assessment to award 
grades to a number of students, such as those who fall ill immediately before an 
exam. Therefore the process used this year will be robust and fair. The Department 
of Education will work closely with Ofqual and awarding organisations to ensure 
candidates are awarded a grade that recognises the work they have put in. 

Students who do not feel a calculated grade reflects their performance will have the 
opportunity to sit an exam, as soon as is reasonably possible after schools open 
again, or the option of sitting their exams in summer 2021. 

The aim is to provide these grades to students before the end of July. In terms of a 
permanent record, the grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in other 
years. The distribution of grades will follow a similar pattern to that in other years, so 
that this year’s students do not face a systematic disadvantage as a consequence of 
these extraordinary circumstances. 

We will continue to provide you with any further updates and information on these 
special arrangements, and thank you for your understanding as the education 
system faces these unique challenges. 

 


