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4 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I have been made aware by a number of parents that another local secondary school has closed today.  I know that 
all of the Headteachers responsible for the care and safety, as well as the education of the young people in their 
care, take their role in these matters incredibly seriously.  I also know that every school has its own context and its 
own reflective processes and each school is different, with different communities and different needs, and I respect 
and understand that different Headteachers will have different thoughts. 
 
Pensby High School is following the guidance from Public Health England and the Department for Education and that 
guidance is clear; schools should stay open unless advised otherwise.  There are no known close contacts between 
anyone with coronavirus and the school and no known risk to any member of our community, but there is a clear 
process laid down for schools.  I am not always in favour of doing what I am told by the DfE, but in this case they are 
the experts and know far more than any of us here, and I recognise that I need to be led by those whose knowledge 
is far greater than mine. 
 
As a result, Pensby High School will remain open and we will follow the guidance provided by both local and central 
government.  The safety of all members of our community is paramount.  However, safety and well-being runs 
further than the coronavirus and our potential fears, particularly for students in Year 11 who are eight school weeks 
away from their first GCSE and those students who sometimes struggle with their own sense of well-being.  It is 
important that we try to keep things as calm and as normal as circumstances allow.  We are already dealing with 
students who are struggling to understand, and internalise information that they are gleaming from a variety of 
sources with regard to this virus, some of which appears designed for no other reason than to cast fear and mistrust 
in our communities.   
 
Can I please ask that this message is reinforced at home, as a father of three children, all of whom are in attendance 
at local schools, I understand that this is a time of worry, but we need as adults to insulate our children from the 
rumours, worries and fears that are circulating.  From information with regard to coronavirus in China shared today, 
it would appear that those of us over the age of 20 seem to fair the worst and younger members of the community 
appear to be less impacted upon by the virus, but we have seen young people in school whose mental health is 
being impacted by speculation and fear. 
 
I promise you that we will follow all the guidance from experts in public health and we will do everything we can to 
look after your children, just as we do every day. 
 
If you have any concerns, please read the guidance via this link.  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-
19-information-for-the-public 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Flanagan 
Headteacher  
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