
AQA English
All pupils will take both language and literature GCSEs



The AQA GCSE English Language 

qualification is an untiered

qualification.

The assessment consists of two 

externally examined papers, plus 

a separate endorsement of Spoken 

Language which is internally 

assessed.

It is a linear qualification so 

all examination papers must be 

taken at the end of the course.

English Language



AQA GCSE English Language

Subject Content

To gain a GCSE English Language qualification students must provide assessments in 

the following 3 areas

1. Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (fiction).

2. Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (non-fiction).

3. Non-exam assessment – Spoken Language.



How is Paper One assessed?

Section A: Reading

• one literature fiction text

•4 questions

Section B: Writing

• descriptive and narrative writing

•1 question

Assessment Breakdown

• A written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

•Section A and B carry equal weighting

• 80 marks available

• Worth 50% of the GCSE

In Section A they will be given an extract 

from a novel or short story.  This extract will 

be from an unseen text (one they haven’t 

previously studied).  This is a test of fiction 

reading skills.

In Section B they will be asked to produce 

a piece of creative writing such as a 

description or a story opening.  This is a 

test of fiction writing skills.

The exam will last 1 hour and 45 

minutes.  It is worth 80 marks and 

makes up 50% of the English 

Language GCSE.



The writing section

• This section will ask pupils to write to describe or 

narrate.

• They might be asked to describe a character, situation or be 

inspired by a photograph.

• They might tell a story.

• They might respond to an image.



How is Paper Two assessed?

Section A: Reading

• one non-fiction text and one literary 

non-fiction text

•4 questions

Section B: Writing

• writing to present a viewpoint

•1 question

Assessment Breakdown

• A written exam: 1 hour 45    minutes

• 80 marks available

• Worth 50% of the GCSE

In Section A they will be given two non-

fiction texts.  These extracts will be from an 

unseen text (one they haven’t previously 

studied).  This is a test of non-fiction 

reading skills.

In Section B they will be asked to produce 

a piece of non-fiction writing in which they 

present a point of view.  This is a test of 

non-fiction writing skills.

Like Paper 1, the Paper 2 exam will last 1 

hour and 45 minutes.  It is also worth 80 

marks and makes up the other 50% of the 

English Language GCSE.



Paper 2 - Question 5 (AO5/6)

Point of view writing – sample question

• Students should spend their free time socialising with 

their friends rather than spending time on social media.

• Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which 

you explain your point of view on this statement.



The final area of assessment is:–

‘Non-exam assessment – Spoken 

Language’

This is assessed by the teacher and takes place during the 

length of the course.



LITERATURE



Literature 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel

What's assessed
•Shakespeare plays - Macbeth
•The 19th-century novel – A Christmas Carol

How it's assessed
•written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•64 marks
•40% of GCSE

Section A Shakespeare: students will answer one question on their play of choice. They 
will be required to write in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the 
play as a whole.

Section B The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question on their novel of 
choice. They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to 
write about the novel as a whole

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/shakespeare-and-the-19th-century-novel
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/shakespeare-and-the-19th-century-novel


Literature 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

What's assessed
•Modern prose or drama texts – An Inspector Calls or Lord of the Flies
•The poetry anthology
•Unseen poetry

How it's assessed
•written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
•96 marks
•60% of GCSE

Section A Modern texts: students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on 
their studied modern prose or drama text.
Section B Poetry: students will answer one comparative question on one named poem 
printed on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology cluster.
Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one 
question comparing this poem with a second unseen poem.

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/modern-texts-and-poetry
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/modern-texts-and-poetry
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/subject-content/modern-texts-and-poetry


How you can help your child

Language

• Read books, short stories – any fiction

• Read non-fiction – especially broadsheet 
newspapers

• Understand facts and opinions

• Discuss things that your child has read –
make inferences, make predictions, ask 
them to explain their opinions

• Revise literary terminology

• Revise word classes

Literature 

• Read books – anything and everything!

• Watch film versions of the set texts

• Watch Shakespeare films, take them to the 
theatre, watch Shakespeare In Love etc.

• Watch films made from the influence of 
19C literature

• Gain an understanding of different political 
views

• Gain an understanding of power and 
conflict – watch the news!

• Revise literary terminology

• Use the GCSE POD, Digital theatre



To summarise:

• Linear exams
• 4 exams in total (2 for language. 2 for literature
• 2 GCSEs
• English Language - we know the stem questions
• No controlled assessment or coursework (NEA Spoken English)
• We recommend you purchase the texts for your child to annotate
• We will have revision books available at reduced costs
• Start using GCSE Pod
• hfoster@psf.wirral.sch.uk
• aqa.org.uk

mailto:hfoster@psf.wirral.sch.uk

