
Look at the following slides  

Write one word that you associate 
with them 



How does this image make you feel? 







 



 



Frost - the 

class system 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mYY1QGK0jQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VxkltwS9g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VxkltwS9g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VxkltwS9g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VxkltwS9g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VxkltwS9g0




Women in headscarves 





Working class 

couple 

Upper class couple 



ROYALTY 
(Birthright) 



 



 AO1 

 Read, understand and respond to texts: maintain a critical style and 
develop an informed personal response; use textual references, including 
quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

 Paper 2: 25% 

 AO2 

 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where 
appropriate 

 Paper 2: 25% 

 AO3 

 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts 
in which they were written 

 Paper 2: 7.5% 

 AO4 

 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose 
and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation 

 Paper 2: 2.5% 



 

 Part one:     

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Svz8_dyhok 

 

 Part two:      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7OHthxcR1c 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Svz8_dyhok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7OHthxcR1c


 

“An Inspector Calls” is often classified as a well-made play. 

Such plays have the following features:  

1.Exposition – the opening is designed to provide a gentle 

introduction to the story, introducing characters and setting 

the scene.  

2.Entrances & Exits – these are timed carefully in a well-

made play so that they heighten the tension and drama.  

3.The Obligatory Scene – A well-made play will contain a 

scene or scenes where a secret is revealed. This also adds to 

the tension and drama.  

4.The Climactic Curtain – acts and/or scenes will end on a 

cliffhanger, a point when things are particularly tense or 

dramatic.  

 



 

 

 5.Mistaken Identity – the well-made play often 
features mistaken identity or issues surrounding 
identity.  

 6.Plot – the plot focuses on one story-line. There are 
no real sub-plots or deviations from the primary 
focus.  

 7.The Dénouement – the ending of a well-made play 
is both logical and plausible. Is this true of ‘An 
Inspector Calls’? Why might Priestley have broken 
away from the criteria at this point? Why would he 
undermine his audience’s expectations in this way? 
Does the ending shock or surprise the audience? Does 
the ending leave the audience questioning the play’s 
meaning more?  

 



 



The dining room of a fairly large suburban house, 
belonging to a prosperous manufacturer. It has 
good solid furniture of the period. The general 
effect is substantial and heavily comfortable, 
but not cosy and homelike. 

At rise of curtain, the four BIRLINGS and GERALD 
are seated at the table, with ARTHUR BIRLING at 
one end, his wife at the other, ERIC is 
downstage, and SHEILA  and GERALD seated 
upstage. EDNA, the parlourmaid, is just clearing 
the table, which has no cloth, of dessert plates 
and champagne glasses etc and then replacing 
them with a decanter of port, cigar box and 
cigarettes. Port glasses are already on the table. 
All five are in evening dress of the period, the 
men in tails and white ties, not dinner jackets. 



The dining room of a fairly large suburban house, 
belonging to a prosperous manufacturer. It has 
good solid furniture of the period. The general 
effect is substantial and heavily comfortable, 
but not cosy and homelike. 

At rise of curtain, the four BIRLINGS and GERALD 
are seated at the table, with ARTHUR BIRLING at 
one end, his wife at the other, ERIC is 
downstage, and SHEILA  and GERALD seated 
upstage. EDNA, the parlourmaid, is just clearing 
the table, which has no cloth, of dessert plates 
and champagne glasses etc and then replacing 
them with a decanter of port, cigar box and 
cigarettes. Port glasses are already on the table. 
All five are in evening dress of the period, the 
men in tails and white ties, not dinner jackets. 

Family 

are 

wealthy 

House isn’t 

‘homely’, 

reflects the 

family’s  

Relationships. Seating 

reflects 

hierarchy 

within 

family 

Maid presented 

solely 

through her 

function,  

not considered as a 

person. 

Objects of 

wealth 

and 

decadence. 

Dressed too formally – trying to hard? 



  

ARTHUR BIRLING is a heavy-looking, rather 
portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly 
easy manners but rather provincial in his 
speech. His wife is about fifty, a rather cold 
woman and her husband’s social superior. 
SHEILA is a pretty girl in her early twenties, 
very pleased with life and rather excited. 
GERALD CROFT is an attractive chap about 
thirty, rather too manly to be a dandy but very 
much the easy well-bred young man about 
town. ERIC is in his early twenties, not quite 
at ease, half shy, half assertive. At the 
moment they have all had a good dinner, are 
celebrating a special occasion and are pleased 
with themselves. 



  

ARTHUR BIRLING is a heavy-looking, rather 
portentous man in his middle fifties with fairly 
easy manners but rather provincial in his 
speech. His wife is about fifty, a rather cold 
woman and her husband’s social superior. 
SHEILA is a pretty girl in her early twenties, 
very pleased with life and rather excited. 
GERALD CROFT is an attractive chap about 
thirty, rather to manly to be a dandy but very 
much the easy well-bred young man about 
town. ERIC is in his early twenties, not quite 
at ease, half shy, half assertive. At the 
moment they have all had a good dinner, are 
celebrating a special occasion and are pleased 
with themselves. 

Over serious in 

order to 

Impress. 

Has a slight 

accent: not 

as ‘posh’ as 

he makes 

out? 

 

A wealthier 

background 

than her husband. 

Thinks a lot of 

herself. 

‘dandy’: a man 

overly 

concerned with 

looking 

stylish 

‘pleased with themselves’: family are 

smug 



 Learning Intentions 



 2 English Literature Exams 

Modern Drama is Section A of Unit 1 (Paper 1) 

External Examination 

 20% of final GCSE grade 

 45 minutes 

 30 marks available 

 4 marks for SPaG 



Modern drama 

 ‘An Inspector Calls’ by J. B. Priestley 



 Characters- close analysis 

 Themes- relating to wider -play 

 Language 

 Structure 

 Personal response 

 Audience reactions 

 





 



 



 



 



 















To understand 

how a set used 

to present 

characters in a 

drama?  

 



 

 

What do we learn about the characters? 

 

 You should make notes. 







  

 Who are the 

characters 

being 

described? 

What do 

the quotes 

tell us 

about the 

character? 



 



 



Mr Birling 
Mrs Birling 
Edna 
Sheila 
Eric 
Gerald 

Pupils to read 



 The Birlings are celebrating the engagement of their daughter, 

Sheila, to Gerald Croft, the son of the very wealthy Lord and 

Lady Croft. 

 Mr Birling makes a speech in which he makes a series of 

predictions about the future. 

 An inspector arrives and states a girl has died in an infirmary 

after drinking bleach and the family are all involved. 

 Birling is interrogated. 

 Sheila is interrogated. 



In pairs, choose a 
character we have 
now met. 

You are going to 
make notes on the 
key things we 
have discovered 
about that 
character using 
textual evidence 



Bell work: 

In your books, 
create a page per 
character. We will 
be adding key 
quotes/ideas, as 
we read on. 

Today’s 
intention:  
How can a 
dramatist 
create a 
character? 
 

How do dramatic 

techniques/conventions 

establish a sense of tension? 



Last lesson you 
focused on one 
character in 
pairs- be 
prepared to 
feedback what 
you have already 
found out to the 
class 

 

Add ideas to your 

character profile 

pages in the back of 

your book. 





What’s in a 

name? 

Look again at the 
description of his 
entrance. 
Why does Priestley 
describe him in this way? 
What do we as an 
audience learn? 
 
 
In what way could his 
name be symbolic or have 
multiple meanings? 



 1) What are your initial thoughts about the 
relationship between Eric and Birling? 

How is Eric behaving?   

Why does Birling tell Eric to stop drinking 
p.13?   

What do the stage directions tell us about 
how Eric should speak?  

  Does Eric agree with his father’s actions 
towards Eva?  

 

Answer these questions providing textual  
evidence 



 Learning intention: 

Dramatic irony 



What do we know about the Titanic? 









 



What have we learnt so far? 

 

What would you say are the 3 key 

moments of tension and why? 



 



 

 In what ways is Mr Birling responsible for 
Eva Smith’s death? 

How does he 
react to the 
Inspector? 
 
Find a quote to 
support your 
idea? 

How does his 

character 

create interest 

for the 

audience? 



How does Sheila react to the Inspector? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does her reaction differ to that of Mr 

Birling and what could that symbolise? 



Bell work: 

 

The Inspector says: 

“We don’t live 
alone. We are 
members of one 
body” 

 

What does this 
reveal about his 
political/moral 
values? Could the 
Inspector be the 
voice for Priestley? 

 

How does he 
contrast with 
certain members 
of the family? 



To analyse and 

evaluate 

Priestley’s use of 

language 

To explore 

Priestley’s political 

and social values 

and how these are 

presented in the 

play 

 



 



 



 





 



 



 



 Bell work: 

 

What names are significant and why? 



Today’s intention: To 
understand the themes that 
are explored in the play? 



Eva is similar to Eve, the first woman created 
by God in the Bible. Smith is the most common 
English surname. So, Eva Smith could represent 
every woman of her class. 

What’s in a name? 





What are the key themes? 



Social Responsibility 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

Class 

Time 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Role of Women/gender divide 



 Revision video 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOzHriW91Ng


Responsibility is arguably the most important theme in 

the play. The words ‘responsible’ and ‘responsibility’ 

appear a considerable number of times.  

 At the beginning of the play, Mr. Birling gives his 

interpretation of ‘responsibility’ in his speech. 

Towards the end of the play, the Inspector gives his 

alternative interpretation.  

 These speeches reflect the opposing viewpoints in 

the play:  

 Individual responsibility vs. collective responsibility  

 Conservatism vs. Socialism  

 Think about how Priestley makes it clear that he 

supports one view and opposes the other.  

 



When thinking about this theme, consider:  

 Personal responsibility – each character is forced to 
consider to what extent they are responsible for 
Eva’s death;  

 Towards the end of the play the Inspector tells the 
family that they can divide responsibility amongst 
themselves after he has left;  

 The different generations respond differently to the 
Inspector’s visit – who really takes responsibility for 
their actions?  

 Mrs. Birling is part of a Charitable Organisation – is 
this because she wants to take responsibility or 
because it makes her look good?  

 Eric tries to take responsibility for Eva and the baby 
but does it by stealing;  

 The characters’ failure to fully take responsibility 
leads to the second telephone call – would the 
telephone have rung if they’d learnt from their 
mistakes?  

 Who else is supposed to learn to take responsibility?  

 



 



 Social responsibility=everyone is responsible 

for everyone else.   

Who makes this point clear?  

  How is it proved in the plot?   

Who disagrees?   

Does anyone in the play come to understand 

this?   

What message does this give and why does 

Priestley allow two characters to change? 

 



Class= How does Priestley present the different 

classes in the play? How are the audience 

meant to react/respond? What are we meant 

to feel about each class? 



 Time = what sense of time passing by is given 

in the opening act?   

What references to the future?   

What do those references suggest about 

Birling’s society and what do they suggest 

about him? 

 



 Role of women = How are women presented 

in the play and what does this say about 

their position in society? 

 





Moralistic Defensive 

mor·al·is·tic (môr -l s t k, m 

r -). adj. 1. Characterized 

by or displaying a concern 

with morality 

Psychology Constantly 

protecting oneself from 

criticism, exposure of 

one's shortcomings, or 

other real or perceived 

threats to the ego. 



 



How are women presented in the play 

and what does this say about their 

position in society? 

How does Priestley show the 

differences in attitude to social 

responsibility in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

 



 AO1 

 Read, understand and respond to texts: maintain a critical 
style and develop an informed personal response; use 
textual references, including quotations, to support and 
illustrate interpretations. 

 AO2 

 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer 
to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate 

 AO3 

 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and 
the contexts in which they were written 

 AO4 

 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and 
punctuation 

 





 



 



How is the play a ‘well made play’? 





 

Act 1 

questions 



 All this mystery suggests that the Inspector 

is not a 'real' person. So, what is he?  

 

 Is he a ghost? Goole reminds us of 'ghoul'. 

 Is he the voice of Priestley? 

 Is he the voice of God? 

 Is he the voice of all our consciences? 

 Do you have any other suggestions? 

 





In pairs, discuss which comments 

you most strongly agree with and be 

prepared to say why 









How are women presented in the play 

and what does this say about their 

position in society? 

How does Priestley show the 

differences in attitude to social 

responsibility in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

 



How does Priestley show the 

differences in attitude to social responsibility 

in ‘An Inspector Calls’? 

 

Can you add any 

more to this list? 



 



 Bell work: 

 

Quick quiz: 

-What is dramatic irony and how is it used 
for effect? 

-Give one dramatic device used by Priestley 
and explain its dramatic effect? 

-Name 4 key themes 

-Why could AIC be seen as a morality/well-
made play? 







 



 



 



 

 

 

 

Make a plan for how you would answer this 

question: 

 -find quotes 

 -link to context 

 -examine Priestley's language/form/structure 



“Explain how 

language, 

structure and 

form contribute 

to writers' 

presentation of 

ideas, themes 

and settings”  

 

A02 

 How to get an high band 

 consider alternative 
interpretations in 
language analysis-  

 -implies that/insinuates/ 
intimates that/alludes 
to/this conveys/ 
proposes that/infers 
that... 

 evaluate the writer's 
techniques 

 use technical vocabulary 
to describe language 

 independently analyse 
texts and be original in 
their interpretations 
 



  



  
A writer called Max Atkinson 
spent some time analysing 
political speeches to see what 
went down well with audiences. 
He noticed a few simple 
techniques were often used. 
Look at some of these which 
are listed below and see 
whether you can find examples 
of them in the inspector’s 
final speech: 



  

•Listing things in threes (e.g. ‘Government of the people, 
by the people, for the people.’ Gettysburg Address, 1863) 
•The use of contrastive pairs (e.g. ‘That’s one small step 
for man. One giant leap for mankind.’ Moon landing 
broadcast, 1969) 
•That talking positively about ‘us’ or ‘we’ makes the 
audience identify with what is being said. 
•That talking negatively about ‘them’ makes for a strong 
speech. 
•The use of the first person singular ‘I’ to make the 
audience feel the speaker is sincere. 
•The use of powerful or memorable words and phrases. 
•The rhythm of the language (e.g. the length of sentences, 
the effect of pauses.) 



-List of 3 

-Juxtaposition 

-Inclusive pronouns/ unifying voice 

-First person singular 

-Powerful words/phrases(emotive) 

-Antithesis- bringing about a contrast of 

ideas 



  
Can anyone identify the 
prophetic element in the 
speech? Why has Priestley 
included this? Does it relate 
to any of the key themes of 
the play? 



Write a PEEL paragraph using this 
extract. How does the language used by 
the Inspector in this speech reveal any of 
the key themes? Does it contribute to our 
understanding of the character of the 
Inspector? 

 
Remember to identify specific language 
devices and explain their effect on the 
reader. Don't analyse a language device 
you know really well, choose one that you 
learnt about for the first time today 



Who most strongly 

juxtaposes the 

Inspector’s 

character? 

 



How is the opening scene an indication of 

what will happen in the rest of the play? 

 

 

Use the following slide to help you. 



 



 



 

 Symbolism in AIC. 

 

 



Wrath, greed, sloth, pride, lust, envy and 

gluttony 



Initial ideas? 

Gerald: hard-eyed and dough-faced 

Gerald: young and fresh and charming 

Gerald: Young and pretty and warm hearted 

How is Gerald a bit like a politician? 



What different attitudes are shown in the 

play? 

 

 Eg: Derogatory attitudes towards women 



 



 



 



 



 



 

just for ‘fun’ 

“She was very pretty and a 

good sport” 



 Language – characterisation/dialogue 

 

 

 Form 

 Stage directions/ dramatic devices/ well-

made play-entrances and exits-Greek Unities 

 

 Structure- acts/scenes/ climactic curtain/ 

cyclical play- denouement 



How would you go about answering this 

question? There are 2 parts 

 

 Language             Form                   Structure 



Language             Form                   Structure 



 





Priestley uses a range of interesting techniques in order to present Sheila's 
change. One of the most intriguing methods he uses is language techniques to 
convey certain messages. At the beginning of the play, Sheila is presented as 
a stereotypical middle class young woman - immature and spoilt. Priestley 
brings this out through Sheila's character through her childish language such 
as "I'm sorry Daddy and "go on Mummy". By addressing her parents in this 
manner, Priestley clearly wanted the audience to know she has an excited and 
strong- spirited attitude in life. This could suggest Priestley wanted to keep 
the play as realistic as possible in order to indicate to the audience that the 
events could have happened in real life as the Birlings’ are a typical example of 
a middle class family during the set period. Furthermore, Priestley may have 
also chose to do this to show the audience that upper class conventional 
behaviour views start from a young age. Moreover, in Sheila's stage directions 
she is often described as being "half serious, half playful”. This could suggest 
that as well as having childish traits, Sheila is also quite quick witted and has 
wise instincts - she wonders why Gerald "hardly came" to her last summer, 
implying that she can tell that there is something not quite right and feels 
suspicious of Gerald's actions. Thus, the inspector…… 



 



 How important do you think social class is in An 

Inspector Calls and how does Priestley present 

ideas about social class? (30 marks) 

 SPaG: (4 marks) 

 

 What do you think is the importance of Inspector 

Goole and how does Priestley present him? 



 Analyse and unpick quotes in detail- focus on 
the effect of a specific words or phrase 

 Talk about Priestley’s use of dramatic 
devices. 

 Talk about the relevance of context 

Use words that remind the examiner you 
know this is a play 

Well made play/ Greek unities 

 

 

 45 minutes 



 


