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 Life expectancy - the average age to which a person lives, eg this is 80 in the UK and 48 in 
Kenya. 

 Infant mortality rate - counts the number of babies, per 1000 live births, who die under the 
age of one. This is 5 in the UK and 61 in Kenya. 

 Poverty - indices count the percentage of people living below the poverty level, or on very small 
incomes (eg under £1 per day). 

 Access to basic services - the availability of services necessary for a healthy life, such as clean 
water and sanitation. 

 Access to healthcare - takes into account statistics such as how many doctors there are for 
every patient. 

 Risk of disease - calculates the percentage of people with diseases such as AIDS, malaria and 
tuberculosis. 

 Access to education - measures how many people attend primary school, secondary school and 
higher education. 

 Literacy rate - is the percentage of adults who can read and write. This is 99 per cent in the UK, 
85 per cent in Kenya and 60 per cent in India. 

 Access to technology - includes statistics such as the percentage of people with access to 
phones, mobile phones, television and the internet. 

 Male/female equality - compares statistics such as the literacy rates and employment between 
the sexes. 
GDP – Gross Domestic Product – The total value of goods and services produced by a country 
in a year. Measured in US $ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIC – High income country – UK, Japan 

LIC – Low income country – Nepal, Chad 

NEE – Newly emerging economy – India, Brazil 

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT  Development indicators 
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How do the Japanese solve the problems they 
face in their urban areas? 

Japans population issues; 
Japan has an ageing 
population due to people 
living longer. This results in a 
high number of elderly 
dependents. When you have a 
high number of old people 
this puts a strain on services 
such as healthcare and 
support in looking after them.  

There is also a strain on the economy as there are not enough 
people working to support the elderly dependents, this will result 
in the retirement age increasing and people having to work 
longer. The lack of support for elderly people is a big issue in 
Japan and many are committing petty crimes so that they can 
live in prison where they are supported and looked after. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

JAPAN HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
OF JAPAN – Densest 
populations on the 

coasts, where the flat 
land is. E.g Tokyo, Osaka 

and Nagoya 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 
OF JAPAN – Highest 
relief in the centre of the 
island, flattest relief on 
the coasts. 

CLIMATE – The north is 
cooler and drier. The 
south is warmer and 
wetter. 



Year 8 Geography summer exam revision  Global Development, Japan, Urbanisation and Tectonics 

Mega city – a very large city with a population 
over 10 million. 

Urbanisation – is the growth in 
the proportion of a country’s 
population living in urban 
areas. 

 

 

  

Social opportunities of living in the slums Economic benefits of living in the Slums 
There is better access to services, e.g. health 
care and education 

With more people in jobs and more businesses 
this means an increase in economic 
development and more money in the country. 

There is also better access to resources, such as 
a clean water supply and electricity 

Better jobs and higher wages for people than in 
the rural areas 

URBANISATION 
Benefits of living in shanty towns / slums 

The challenges faced by 
growth in urban areas – 
LICS & Shanty Towns 
(slums) 
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Formation of volcanoes on Destructive plate boundaries; As 
plates converge at a destructive plate boundary the denser of 
the plates sinks below the lighter plate creating a subduction 
zone. Here, the crust of the downward moving plate is heated 
to form magma which then rises through crack in the crust 
above where it erupts on the surface to form volcanoes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring Prediction Protection Preparation 
Networks of 
seismometers and 
lasers monitor 
earth movements, 
and can be used in 
early warning 
systems. 

Earthquake cannot be 
reliably predicted, but 
by monitoring the 
movement of tectonic 
plates scientists can 
forecast which areas 
should be prepared if 
one occurs.  

Buildings can be 
designed to withstand 
earthquakes, e.g by 
using materials like 
reinforced concrete or 
building special 
foundations that 
absorb the 
earthquakes energy. 
(e.g. buildings in Japan, 
San Francisco) 

People can be educated 
so that they know what 
to do in the event of an 
earthquake or an 
eruption. Emergency 
services also train and 
prepare for disasters 
but practising rescuing 
people and knowing 
how to evacuate 
people safely.  

Scientists can 
monitor the tell-
tale signs that 
come before a 
volcanic eruption. 
Things such as tiny 
earthquakes, 
escaping gas, and 
changes in the 
shape of the 
volcano. 

Volcanic eruptions can 
be predicted if the 
volcano is well 
monitored. Predicting 
when a volcano is going 
to erupt gives people 
time to evacuate – this 
reduces the number of 
injuries and deaths.  

Existing buildings and 
bridges can be 
strengthened so 
they’re less likely to 
collapse under the 
weight of falling ash or 
due to shaking of the 
ground.  

Governments can plan 
evacuation routes to 
get people out of 
dangerous areas 
quickly and safely in 
case of an earthquake 
or eruption. 

The crust of the earth is divided up 
into tectonic plates that move. 
Where the plates meet is called the 
plate boundary. There are four types 
of plate boundary; constructive, 
destructive, collisional and 
conservative. Earthquakes occur on 
all 4 of the types of plate boundary 
whilst volcanoes occur on 
constructive and destructive only. 

TECTONIC HAZARDS 

Formation of volcanoes on Constructive plate boundaries; As 
plates diverge at a constructive plate boundary new rock is 
being formed as magma rises from the mantle. It rises up as 
the crust pulls apart and reaches the surface where it erupts 


